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         Burbage Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting of Burbage Parish Council 

held on Monday 13th June 2022 
at 7.45pm in Burbage Church Centre 

 
 

Attendance  
Cllrs. Steve Colling, Tom Blanchard, Theo Clarke, Lee Giddings, Tracy Jones, Glenda Pearce, Gill Terry, George Walsh-Waring, 
Andrew Wheeler and Chris Wheeler were present. 
 
Cllr Stuart Wheeler of Wiltshire Council said that lots of very good events to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee had been run by 
numerous groups across the local area. Wiltshire had been given two of the Tree of Trees, which will be sited in Trowbridge and 
in Salisbury. Apart from that, things were generally quiet. Cllr Andrew Wheeler informed him of some road signs which are 
rotting off at the bases and need replacing; and Cllr Stuart Wheeler was also asked to arrange for an overhanging branch in the 
High Street to be cut back as soon as possible. 
 
There was no Village Hall report this month. 
. 
There were 2 members of the public present – David Butler and Zoe Voorspuy 
 
Mr David Butler was invited to speak, and he had three issues he wished to address. The Burbage to Pewsey road has orchids 
and other wild flowers growing in the verges on both sides of the road from the roundabout to Harepath Farm. These verges 
have been cut back again this year beyond the width required to keep visibility at the roundabout. Mr Butler had been informed 
by Wiltshire Council that it is the Parish Council contractor cutting back the verges, and asked if the contractor could be asked to 
avoid mowing them during the period when the flowers were flowering and setting seed. He requested that he is put in touch 
with the contractor to work together on this issue. Cllr Chris Wheeler responded that it is not the Parish Council’s contractor 
who cuts this area. As it is alongside a highway, the Highways Department at Wiltshire Council is responsible for it, and their 
contractor does the mowing. Cllr Stuart Wheeler will speak to the manager at Wiltshire Council who runs the contract, to try to 
prevent this happening again next year, as it has been an ongoing issue for the last two to three years. 
Mr Butler is also concerned that people keep parking on the painted footpath by the petrol station, which can make it difficult 
for people to use the path, particularly wheelchair users and people with prams. The Parish Council had asked him for 
suggestions to deal with the problem, and he provided several. The most effective one would be to put a kerb on the path, but 
this would cause other issues of access to property further down the path. Alternatively, the lines could be painted in a colour 
other than white, to make them stand out more, or hatch marking could be painted along it. A high rail could be erected at the 
side of the path, to physically prevent cars driving on to it, but this would be expensive and awkward to do. The suggestion of 
surfacing the path with a coloured surface seemed to be the best proposal, in terms of effectiveness and practicality. It was 
agreed that Cllr Colling would bring this up at the next CATG meeting, and Cllr Stuart Wheeler said that he will support it. Action 
Cllr Colling 
Mr Butler then reported issues of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage in and around the Scout hut. Logs had been stolen 
from the log store of neighbouring premises, and used by youths to make fires by the Scout hut. They were approached about 
this, with little effect. A few days later, four of the windows in the Scout hut were broken. These issues have been logged with 
the police by the Scouts leaders. The police are planning to hold a Public Awareness event in Burbage on 4th July, aimed 
specifically at the age group involved in these incidents. Unfortunately, the proposed time of the event is during school hours. 
Mr Butler has suggested to the police that a different time should be considered. 
Cllr Colling said that the police had attended the Annual Parish Meeting, and had requested that all incidents of crime and anti-
social behaviour are logged with them. At present, the police’s log of calls is showing almost no problems in Burbage, as people 
are not reporting incidents to them. That means that police resources are directed to other areas, where there is perceived to 
be a greater problem. However, the police have been making more visits to Burbage since the Annual Parish Meeting, so that 
they are more visible in the area. 
 
1098 Receive and accept apologies for absence: None 
1099 Receive Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensation: Cllr Colling declared a non-pecuniary interest in 

planning application PL/2022/03825 Wycombe House, and did not take part in the discussion on it. 

1100 The Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 9th May 2022 were reviewed. The Chairman asked the Clerk to amend Item 
1094 b) 5) from “Cllr Colling has photographed all the signs to the north of the village” to “Councillor Colling has 
photographed all the signs in the parish”. Clerk to present an amended set of Minutes for approval and signature at the 
parish council meeting to be held on Monday 11th July. 
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1101  Community Transport Group 

No update 
 

1102 Pewsey Area Board 
A meeting was held on Monday 23rd May, but as it clashed with a meeting relating to the Ukrainian refugees, no-one 
was able to attend. 

       
1103 Correspondence received since the last meeting, not covered by Committees: None 
 
Year End Accounts 21/22 
1104 Having reviewed the effectiveness of the internal audit in line with the guidance set out in the “Practitioners’ Guide” 

and the report from the Internal Auditor, the Members considered the internal audit to be effective and accepted the 
Internal Auditor’s Report for FY21/22 

1105 Having considered the Annual Governance Statement FY 21/22, the Members agreed unanimously to approve it, and it 
was signed by the Chairman. 

1106 Having considered the Accounting Statements for FY 21/22, the Members agreed unanimously to approve them, and 
they were signed by the Chairman. The Clerk was asked to circulate the accounting pack being sent to the external 
auditors to all councillors. Action Clerk 
             

1107 Planning Committee:  
 a) None 

 b) Report on planning decisions taken since the last Parish Council meeting:  

Reference Location Applicant Proposed Work Decision 

PL/2022/03628 Langfield House, 
60 High Street 

Mr & Mrs Jones Removal of conservatory 
and replace with a single 
storey kitchen extension 
to rear of the property 

Proposal – No Objection 
(Unanimous) 

PL/2022/03825 Wycombe House, 
Ginnys Drive 

Mr Trueman 11 x Ash trees - fell Proposal – To Comment 
It was felt to be excessive to 
fell 11 trees, with no 
evidence that the trees are 
suffering from die-back. Lots 
of trees have been felled 
there recently, with no 
replacements planted. 
Cllr Colling, having declared a 
non-pecuniary interest, took 
no part in the discussion. 

 
   c) Consider any new and existing applications for planning, including, but not limited to: 

Reference Location Applicant Proposed Work Decision 

PL/2022/03900 The Grange, 
Eastcourt Road 

Christina and 
Mark Stewart 

Erection of detached garden room Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 

PL/2022/01906 Hollybrook  
39 Eastcourt Road 

 Hardwood framed timber garage 
with storage over. 

Proposal – Carry 
forward to the July 
meeting 

PL/2022/04450 Littlefield 
42 High Street 

 Remove ash tree Proposal – No 
Objection (Unanimous) 

 
d) It was agreed that no site visits are required.  

    
1108   Village Open Spaces Committee:          AW 

a) Correspondence:  
i) An email was received from Linda Kidd, asking if Mr Blanchard could make arrangements to have the footpath 
between Wolf Hall road and East Sands cut. Due to the recent weather it has become overgrown and difficult to walk 
along. The majority of the foot path from Wolf Hall road runs alongside Mr Blanchard’s land. Cllr Blanchard said that he 
would ensure that the part of the footpath on his land was passable. 
ii) Melissa Sansum sent an email about a traffic cone amongst the trees between Meadow View and Long Drove. Cllr 
Blanchard said that it may possibly be being used by his farm hands when they take the cows across the road there.  
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iii) An email was received from Wiltshire Council to say that the gully tanker will be in the Burbage area in the week 
beginning 20th June. Cllr Andrew Wheeler to contact them with the locations of any gullies that need clearing in the 
parish. Action Cllr Andrew Wheeler 
  
b) Receive report of Issues outstanding from the previous minutes: 

Open Spaces Who When Updates 

1.  CCTV cameras TJ  Ongoing 

2. Parish Steward - current main tasks 
for the Parish Steward are:- 

1. Clearing drains on a regular basis 
2. Strimming footpaths regularly 
 
The footpath from Burroughs Grove to 
Jockey Lane needs tidying. 
The footpath from Ailesbury Way to the 
school is very rough and uneven 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

AW 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
Parish Steward visits: 
8th, 9th, 13th June 
6th, 7th, 11th July 
3rd, 4th, 8th August 
31st August, 2nd, 5th September 
 
Cllr Andrew Wheeler reported that the 
Parish Steward is no longer making contact 
with him during the scheduled visits. Cllr 
Stuart Wheeler said he would bring the 
matter up at the next Area Board meeting, 
and would ask Highways to attend to give a 
presentation specifically on Parish 
Stewards and their value for money. 

3. Update on Martingale Road and Seawards 
correspondence - Cllr Chris Wheeler has tried 
to speak to the replacement contact again, 
and has chased for a response. 

CW Asap Ongoing 
This item was discussed at length, but it 
was agreed that there is no prospect of 
making any progress, or coming to a 
resolution. 
CLOSED 
 4. Re-siting the defibrillator from the 

Three Horseshoes.  
All existing phone boxes to be painted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cricket Club will collect their 
defibrillator from Cllr Colling, and install 
it themselves. 
 
The Book Kiosk is being painted, and the 
signs will be installed.  
 
 
 

CW 
 
 
 
 
 
CW 
 
 
 
 
 
BERCC 
 
 
 
Clerk 

Jan 
 
 
 
 
 
Jun 
 
 
 
 
 
Jun 
 
 
 
May 
 

Ongoing 
 
The damaged door on the phone box has 
been repaired, and is being repainted. Cllr 
Wheeler to get it levelled as soon as 
possible. 
The remaining phone box to be moved to 
Stibb, but needs a cabinet. Cllr Chris 
Wheeler to see if it can go where old 
phone box was, and organise a shroud for 
it. 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSED 

5. Damaged footpath signs to be replaced. 
 
Both broken village gates are now at 
Wheelers, to make up one good gate from 
the parts. Also to make up new signs. 
Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr 
Blanchard, approved unanimously 

The Clerk to ask Cllr Blanchard and the police 
for the car owner’s details, so that an 
insurance claim can be made.  

 

 

Clerk 

CW 

 

May 

Jul 2022 

Clerk to report broken signs to Wiltshire 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Blanchard has provided car details to 
the Clerk, and the Clerk has written to the 
driver asking for insurance details. 
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Open Spaces Who When Updates 

6. Reporting, and cutting back of, overgrown 
hedges in the village. 

 
The hedge at Ram Alley from the road to the 
bridge needs lowering to improve visibility 
for oncoming traffic 

Full 
Council 

Clerk 

SC 

Jul 2022 

 

 
Feb 2022 

Two hedges need to be trimmed back, at 
16 High Street. Clerk to write letters to 
householders, and bring to the next 
meeting 
 
Hedge has been trimmed - COMPLETE 

 
c) Cllr Pearce presented an update on the progress with receiving Ukrainian refugees. There will be a meeting in the 
Church Centre in two weeks for the hosts, and there will also be a separate meeting for the refugees. The Burbage 
Ukrainian Network (BUN) will be taking on helping to support the refugees get settled in to their new environment. Two 
families are now housed in Burbage, with another one arriving very shortly. Another four have been matched, and are 
going through the visa application process. 
 
d) Cllr Chris Wheeler held a meeting with the Zip Wire supplier, and the supplier has now fixed the issues. A gap round 
the roundabout needs fixing, which will be done shortly. The fence still needs to be completed. There was some 
vandalism to the playhouse/slide, for which Cllr Clarke provided a damage report. Cllr Chris Wheeler and Cllr Andrew 
Wheeler to look at the report and assess the damage. Action Cllr Chris Wheeler & Cllr Andrew Wheeler 
   
e) A meeting was held at Seymour Pond on 20th May to discuss the development of the area. It was agreed that Cllr 
Chris Wheeler would produce a plan for the pond, to be discussed at the Parish Council meeting to be held on Monday 
11th July. The new litter bins have not yet been delivered, but the Clerk has received the invoice for them, along with 
the notice of delivery within a few days. The new lifebuoys for the pond have been ordered by Cllr Chris Wheeler. Mr 
Butler had provided photos of a tent pitched at the pond, with litter left scattered around. 
 
f) The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Mr Charlie Rowland about the complaint from the BHS Bridleways Officer 
about a dangerous self-closing gate on a bridleway crossing his land. Mr Rowlands said that the gate had been installed 
by Wiltshire Council, and set to close too quickly. He had it adjusted so that it would close more slowly, but Wiltshire 
Council later did an inspection of the bridleway and readjusted it to close very quickly again. Mr Rowland has now reset 
the gate so that it does not self-close; and the BHS Bridleways Officer has sent a letter of thanks to the Clerk. 
          
g) The playground inspection rota for the next month was noted  

                    
1109  Finance & Policy Committee:          GP 

a) Correspondence: None 
b) The proposal to issue a new three year contract to Reflex Productions for cleaning the village furniture, at a cost of 
£1,140.00 for the full Autumn clean, and £300.00 for the Spring clean of the playground equipment, totalling £1,440.00 
per year and £4,320.00 for the life of the contract was approved. Proposed Cllr Pearce, seconded Cllr Chris Wheeler, 
approved unanimously. The Clerk was asked to issue the contract. Action Clerk 
c) The proposal to add the RFO as a signatory on the Parish Council bank account, to facilitate urgent payments, and 
give the Clerk access to view the account before the bank statements arrive, when necessary, was approved. Proposed 
Cllr Pearce, seconded Cllr Walsh-Waring, approved unanimously. Cllr Pearce and the RFO to arrange for the addition to 
be made. Action Cllr Pearce and RFO 
d) The proposal to retrospectively approve the decision to enter into a three year contract for insurance with 
Community First, at a cost of £768.24 per annum was approved. Proposed Cllr Pearce, seconded Cllr Walsh-Waring, 
approved unanimously. 
e) The proposal to retrospectively approve the decision to take out public liability insurance with Community First for 
the event held on Sunday 5th June to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, at a cost of £49.00, was approved. 
Proposed Cllr Pearce, seconded Cllr Jones, approved unanimously. 
f) The proposal to retrospectively approve the expenses claim from Cllr Pearce for £37.24 for flags and craft items for 
the Jubilee picnic was approved. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr Terry, approved unanimously. The Chairman 
thanked Cllr Pearce for all her work in organising the event, which was felt by the village to have been a great success. 
Cllr Terry was also thanked for supervising the indoor craft tables during the afternoon. 
g) The proposal to retrospectively approve the expenses claim from Cllr Clarke for £213.00 for the balance of the 
payment for the hire of the bouncy castle for the Jubilee picnic was approved. Proposed Cllr Colling, seconded Cllr 
Blanchard, approved unanimously. The Chairman thanked Cllr Clarke for organising the Bouncy Castle, which had been 
enjoyed by everyone; and thanked Cllr Jones for supervising its use during the whole event. He also thanked Cllr Chris 
Wheeler and Cllr Andrew Wheeler for organising the Tug-of-War, which was the source of much mirth and cheating. 
h) The proposal to approve the Clerk’s expense claim for £52.41 for travel and stationery from 15th March to 13th June 
2022 was approved. Proposed Cllr Pearce, seconded Cllr Colling, approved unanimously. 
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1110  RFO / Finance Report:  

a) RFO’s monthly report: The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor had carried out the final audit for the year 
2021/22, and had signed off the accounts. He recommended that the RFO should be given access to the bank account, 
to make it possible to check the transactions going through it on a timely basis. 
b) Receive current liquidity statement & Bank Reconciliation for 31st May, 2022: £115,903.44 
c) Note receipts since last PC Meeting: £0.48 was received in interest on 3rd May, and £0.43 was received in interest on 
1st June. £196.80 was received on 12th May from Chris Wheeler Construction Ltd, as repayment for a replacement 
cheque that was cashed after the original one was also cashed. 
d) Note payments since last Parish Council meeting:  

Cheque Date Chq No. Ref. Details VAT Excl Total 
Payments 

VAT 

31/05/22 100901 P632C Community First Trading Ltd – Insurance 
1st June 2022 – 31st May 2023 

768.24 768.24  

31/05/22 100902 P633C Community First Trading Ltd – Insurance 
for Jubilee picnic event 

49.00 49.00  

31/05/22 100903 P634C Cllr Pearce – expense claim for Jubilee 
items 

37.24 37.24  

31/05/22 100904 P635C Cllr Clarke – expense claim for balance of 
hire of bouncy castle 

213.00 213.00  

   Totals 1,067.48 1,067.48  

 
e) Approve new payments: 

Cheque Date Chq No. Ref. Details VAT Excl Total 
Payments 

VAT 

13/06/22 100905 P636C Idverde Limited – grass cutting May 22 462.58 555.09 92.51 

23/06/22 100906 P637C Clerk’s salary/BB/phone June 2022 395.25 395.25  

13/06/22 100907 P638C PAYE for Clerk June 2022 96.00 96.00  

13/06/22 100908 P639C K Cox – Cleaning playground equipment 
May 2022 

285.00 285.00  

13/06/22 100909 P640C Clerk’s expenses 15/03/22 – 13/06/22 52.41 52.41  

13/06/22 100910 P641C Village Hall hire on 5th June 40.00 40.00  

13/06/22 100911 P642C Broxap Ltd – 3 new litter bins 1,258.00 1,509.60 251.60 

   Totals 2,589.24 2,933.35 344.11 

 
               
1111 Next Meeting:                                                                                                                                                                                  Clerk 

a)  Full Council Monday 11th July 2022 at 7.45pm. Church Centre 
 
 

     There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed…………………………………………………Chairman  …………………Date 


